Teratomas-constitute one of the most interesting tumours seen in man, partly because of their origin in embryonal tissue, partly because they often produce recognizable substances which can be useful markers for diagnosis and treatment and, lastly, because management has improved so much in the last decade.
The editors have brought together a group of scientists, pathologists and physicians to write in some depth about these tumours from both the scientific and clinical points of view. In the main they have been very successful in.giving information and assessing the present position regarding their biology and their usefulness as experimental models. The book, however, is not a good guide for the practising clinician faced with the management of these rare tumours. Some would say that their management should be confined to the specialist, but even he will occasionally need more detail than the book provides. The chapter on chemotherapy is perhaps the worst in the book, giving little assessment of the literature and describing in detail the results at only one centre. Again there is no account of the use of common tumour 'marker' levels such as AFP and P HCG as a guide to treatment.
The chapters are written by authors from the USA and UK, and the references sometimes suggest that only North American journals are worth reading. The tables are occasionally rather unclear but on the whole the presentation is good.
The book can be recommended to all those clinicians and scientists interested in the subject, and to those who are less familiar with teratoma it will be an excellent reference volume. This account of an international symposium is not the usual accumulation of well used papers, but an advanced course on bile acids. In the first five chapters, methods are described for the extraction of bile acids, estimating them in serum, describing their kinetics and measuring the enzymes that dictate their synthesis. These constitute a very useful manual for laboratories interested in bile acid analysis. Carey's chapter on the physical chemistry properties of bile salt solutions is outstanding.
The remaining eleven chapters are concerned with the normal physiological mechanisms of synthesis and secretion of bile acids and the abnormalities induced by disease. An up-to-date account of the evidence relating bile reflux to gastric ulcer is followed by a clear statement of the role of the sphincter of Oddi and addresses the question of motility in the biliary tree. Other subjects include the mechanism of the diarrhoea complicating gallstone dissolution by chenodeoxycholic acid, and the influence of bile acid malabsorption on diarrhoea. There is a critical analysis of the role of bile acids in the intestinal absorption of cholesterol and this leads on to a chapter on the mechanism by which gallstone dissolution is achieved, revealing both the complexity of it and our present ignorance of the subject. Three paraclinical chapters on the enterohepatic circulation, canalicular bile flow and bile acid metabolism in cirrhosis complete the symposium.
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Male Infertility T B Hargreave (ed) pp 326 DM120 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1983 Male infertility is poorly understood and effective treatment is limited, especially by comparison with its female counterpart. It forms a common meeting ground between urology, endocrinology and other disciplines. Publications in the field are widely scattered through the literature and consequently a monograph covering the various aspects in a single volume is to be welcomed.
Five of the sixteen contributors, including the editor, are urologists; but an endocrinologist, two gynaecologists, a psychiatrist, a psychologist and various laboratory workers are also included.
Useful guidelines are given for the investigation of infertile couples and for the organization of fertility clinics. There is a full discussion and review of laboratory methods for assessing male fertility. Emphasis is laid on the limitations of conventional seminal analysis as an indicator of fertility. There is full discussion of dynamic procedures such as cervical mucus penetration tests and newer techniques such as photographic assessment of cork-screw progressive sperm motility and zona-free hamster egg penetration. Other chapters cover the hormonal control of spermatogenesis, the endocrine aspects of fertility and infertility, the techniques and interpretation of testicular biopsy, chromosomal analysis and immunological aspects. There is also a chapter on the investigation of the female partner and further chapters are devoted to the psychological aspects of the problem. There are separate chapters on the diagnosis and management of
